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Editorials

WELCOME to my annual 
favorite books of the year 
column!

Three are nonfiction 
books that are readable, 
well-researched, and cen-
tered around a fascinating 
but little-known historical 
person or event.

“The Wager: A Tale of 
Shipwreck, Mutiny and 
Murder” by David Grann 
(the author of “Killers of 
The Flower Moon”), is 
the story of a shipwreck 
and its aftermath when an 
18th-century British fleet 
pursues a Spanish treasure 
vessel. It is a must read for 
fans of books set in the Age 
of Sail, and particularly 
Patrick O’Brian’s Aubrey/
Maturin series.

Lynne Olsen, whose 
wonderful “Citizens of 
London” featured former 
New Hampshire gover-
nor and ambassador to 
England Gil Winant, writes 
another captivating book 
in “Empress of the Nile,” a 
biography of Christiane 
Desrochers-Noblecourt. 
Overcoming misogyny 
in her chosen field of 
archeology, Desrochers-
Noblecourt helped save the 
Louvre’s treasures from the 
Nazis in the 1940s and the 
Egyptian temples of Abu 
Simbel from destruction 
during the 1960s construc-
tion of the Aswan dam.

Christopher C. Gorham’s 
“The Confidante” is a biogra-
phy of Anna Rosenberg, one 

of the most consequential 
individuals of mid-20th 
century American his-
tory. She was a confidante 
to Presidents Roosevelt, 
Truman, Eisenhower and 
Johnson, serving in vari-
ous official and unofficial 
capacities, including a stint 
as Assistant Secretary of De-
fense. Although frequently 
voted the second most 
admired woman in America 
(Eleanor Roosevelt being 
first) and regularly appear-
ing on magazine covers, 
Rosenberg today is un-
known to most Americans. 
This is a great book about a 
great woman deserving of 
rediscovery.

In the fiction category, 
a popular genre in recent 
years is the retelling of 
Greek and Roman myths 
from the perspective of the 
women either overlooked 
or marginalized by Homer, 
Virgil and other male writ-
ers of old who controlled 
the narratives. The reissued 
2008 novel “Lavinia” by Ur-
sula LeGuin centers around 
the last wife of the Trojan 
refugee Aeneas, ancestor 
of the founders of Rome. 
LeGuin takes the few words 
Virgil wrote about Lavinia 

and builds a fully devel-
oped character. It is an 
excellent representative of 
the genre.

Dennis Lehane has writ-
ten another terrific, gut-
wrenching Boston-based 
book laced with tragedy 
and weary. “Small Mercies” 
begins with a racially based 
murder during the Boston 
school integration battle of 
the 1970s. It is violent and 
unsparing in its portrayal 
of the racism that infected 
the city. There is a small 
measure of triumph, but at 
a gut-wrenching cost.

Stephen King is so 
prolific that he is his own 
stand-alone category. The 
horror he depicts in “Holly” 
is human not demonic. The 
monsters are two retired 
college professors who are 
cannibalistic serial killers. 
Thankfully, I didn’t have 
much to do while I read this 
book, as I couldn’t put it 
down.

I have never read a 
Colson Whitehead novel 
that was not a best book. 
His “Crook Manifesto” is 
the second in his Harlem 
trilogy centering around Ray 
Carney, furniture sales-
man, sometimes purveyor 
of stolen goods, and family 
man. I am looking forward to 
the third book in the trilogy, 
which should be out in 2024.

“Somebody’s Fool” by 
Richard Russo is the final 
book in his North Bath 
trilogy. It is by turns comic, 

sad, and hopeful, follow-
ing the troubled lives of 
the residents of a town 
so broke and downtrod-
den it has been absorbed 
by its wealthier neighbor. 
Read the first two books, 
Nobody’s Fool and Every-
body’s Fool; it will make 
this book even more mean-
ingful.

I also absolutely loved 
two other novels this year, 
acclaimed author Ann 
Patchett’s “Tom Lake” and 
first-time novelist Shelby 
Van Pelt’s “Remarkably 
Bright Creatures.” In “Tom 
Lake,” Lara, a former ac-
tress, lives with her daugh-
ters and husband, a former 
film director, on their Mich-
igan farm during COVID. 
On its surface, it is the 
story of her romance years 
earlier with a future movie 
star she met during a sum-
mer stock production of 
“Our Town.” Underneath, 
however, it is a deceptively 
complicated book about 
choices and family.

The plot of “Remarkably 
Bright Creatures” sounds 
odd: An octopus kept in 
an aquarium manages to 
help various humans while 
hoping to spend his final 
days, which he knows are 
few in number, back in the 
ocean. But it works. Have 
tissues or a handkerchief 
on standby.

Manchester’s Kathy Sullivan is the 
former chairman of the New Hampshire 
Democratic Party.

Give politics a rest and grab a good book
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“Live Free or Die” — Gen. John Stark

Just when we think New 
Hampshire Democratic 
Party apparatchiks 

can’t possibly debase 
themselves any further in 
their service to Joe Biden’s 
dissing of our presidential 
primary, they find a way.

Biden is doing what 
he can to destroy New 
Hampshire’s historic pri-
mary, ordering his party 
to punish New Hampshire 
for going first, and even 
refusing to have his name 
on our primary ballot.

So local Democratic 
officials have organized 
a write-in for Joe, say-
ing they may be “cranky” 
about his trying to end the 
primary, but voters here 
should still turn out for 
him in that primary.

Assuming, no doubt, 

that people who would fall 
for that malarkey are not 
the brightest bulbs on the 
Christmas tree, the local 
pols had a press confer-
ence last week to show 
these wretches just “how” 
to write in Biden’s name.

Bow Rep. Angela Bren-
nan stood at an easel with 
an oversized ballot and a 
marker. She directed at-
tention to the printed line 
that reads “write-in.” She 
then took her marker and 
wrote “Joe Biden” on that 
line. In one try! Amazing!

Brennan and Dover Sen. 
David Watters did get one 
thing right. They didn’t set 
an extremely high bar for a 
Biden victory here.

He will win, Brennan said, 
“And whatever that number 
is, we’ll be pleased with it.”

We’re suckers for 
the Santa Fund. 
Sorry, but we can’t 

help it.
The Salvation Army does 

so much good, without a 
lot of hype or fanfare, that 
it is respected here and 
around the nation and the 
world.

The Union Leader and 
Sunday News are happy to 
help the army locally with 
the annual Santa Fund. 
Donation lists are now run-
ning in the paper several 
days a week and we look 
forward to scanning them. 
It’s like getting Christmas 
cards from old friends.

Indeed, some people 
make their donation to 
the Santa Fund in lieu 
of Christmas cards. It’s 
been a nice custom for a 
lot of people, and it sure 
takes a little pressure off 
when you are busy with 
a hundred other holiday 
errands, obligations, and 

last-minute gift crises.
Some Santa Fund 

friends we know only 
through their annual do-
nations. Others are friends 
or business acquaintanc-
es, such as Rotary clubs or 
private firms. All their help 
is appreciated, of course.

A favorite donor of ours 
remains a mystery. He or 
she has the pen name of 
“Anonymous” and turns 
up every Christmas, often 
many times over, to help 
make sure that others have 
a good Christmas.

We want to thank them, 
and you. Donations may 
be made to the Union 
Leader Santa Fund, PO 
Box 9555, Manchester, 
03108. They can also be 
made online to www.
unionleader.com/santa-
fund.

Making a donation to 
the Santa Fund may make 
you feel pretty good come 
Christmas morning.

Letters

Kathleen 
Sullivan

Biden delivered for us, 
let’s deliver primary win

To the Editor: If Joe Biden 
wins the New Hampshire 
Democratic primary on 
January 23, it will help 
enable his team’s work of 
improving the lives of all 
Americans. If Biden does 
not win, it will be a public 
relations gift to Donald 
Trump and the MAGA 
movement. Even though 
Biden will not be on the 
ballot, the attack ads would 
still call it a Biden loss.

This year, the Democratic 
National Committee decid-
ed to make South Carolina 
the first official primary. 
Because of a New Hamp-
shire state law requiring 
that our primary be first in 
the nation, New Hampshire 
went against the DNC rules 
and scheduled the New 
Hampshire primary ahead 

How to write ‘Biden’
Listen up, stupid voters

Santa’s helpers
Salvation Army and you

of South Carolina.
As a result, the New 

Hampshire Democratic 
primary is not sanctioned 
by the DNC. Any candi-
date who runs in the New 
Hampshire primary could 
face penalties from the 
DNC, including poten-
tially losing delegates. So, 
Joe Biden did not register 
in the New Hampshire 
primary. However, we can 
vote for him as a write-in 
candidate.

A write-in win for Joe 
Biden in New Hampshire 
sends a clear and immedi-
ate message to voters all 
over the country; the Biden 
team has done good work 
for the country, and can 
continue that progress for 
four more years. It also says 
that New Hampshire does 
not want to go back to the 
chaos of the Trump years, 
and eliminates a talking 

Supporting Ayotte
To the Editor: In the 

upcoming gubernatorial 
primary, I’m proud to be 
supporting Kelly Ayotte. 
Kelly was the first female 
attorney general in New 
Hampshire history. She 
worked hand in hand with 
law enforcement across 
the state to ensure New 
Hampshire was kept safe, 
and Kelly made sure that 
violent criminals were 
brought to justice.

New Hampshire is one 
of the safest states in the 

country, and Kelly Ayo-
tte wants to keep it that 
way. As governor, Kelly 
will strengthen penalties 
for those who are dealing 
fentanyl into our state, and 
she will work with pros-
ecutors to crack down on 
the Massachusetts to New 
Hampshire drug pipeline. 
Kelly Ayotte will keep our 
state safe and secure.

Kelly Ayotte wants to 
make New Hampshire the 
best state in the country 
for education. She wants 
to ensure that every child 
has a great education, no 
matter their zip code or 
their family’s income. She 
will work with local com-
munities to strengthen ed-
ucation requirements to 
help our students recover 
from lost learning during 
COVID-19.

Lastly, Kelly Ayotte 
will ensure that the state 
remains economically 
strong. Kelly will ensure to 
balance the state budget, 
so we will never have an 
income or sales tax. There 
is no candidate who has 
the experience and the 
resume to make sure New 
Hampshire remains safe, 
prosperous, and free. I 
hope you will join me in 
supporting Kelly Ayotte 
for governor.

DAVID RUTZKE
Merrimack

point for the right-wing 
press. New Hampshire vot-
ers can be the first to send 
that message, by writing in 
Joe Biden on January 23.

American voters, and 
media from around the 
world, will be paying close 
attention on January 23. 

We told you a few 
weeks ago about 
Londonderry 

Times publisher Deb Paul. 
She spent the day before 
Thanksgiving standing 
trial over political ads pur-
chased in her newspaper. 
She will now spend a day 
the week before Christmas 
finding out her sentence 
for failing to use what 
reporter Damien Fisher, 
writing for InDepthNH, 
termed “the magic words.”

The New Hampshire 
campaign finance law 
specifies a number of 
requirements for political 
advertising. It does not 
say who is responsible 
for a failure to meet those 
requirements.  Attorney 
General John Formella’s 
office insisted that Deb 
Paul was responsible and 
not the campaigns or 
candidates. Judge Kerry 
Steckowych, presented 
with a one plus one equals 
two case, decided that yes, 
the ads in question did not 
contain the “magic words.” 
Somehow, even without 
the magic words label-
ing the ads in question as 
“paid political advertise-
ment,” witnesses in the 
case easily identified them 
as the political ads they 
obviously were.

This all might leave 
some wondering what all 
the fuss was about. Who 
was harmed? The answer 
to that is far more compli-
cated than some cam-
paign ads in a very small 
town newspaper. Under-
standing what is going 
on means understanding 
that Deb Paul is a gadfly. 
She has opinions and has 
made them known in the 
pages of her newspaper 
and from her former seat 
on the Londonderry town 
council.

Deb’s opinions have 
ruffled quite a few feath-
ers, and that has resulted 
in political retribution. 
Traditional politics were 
not enough to shut up Deb 
Paul. It seems clear that 
some of the ad complaints 
submitted to the Attorney 
General’s Office came 
from political enemies.

Like getting Al Capone 
on tax evasion charges, 
they couldn’t shut Deb up 
with regular politics, so 
they set the law on her. But 
Deb Paul is not a gangster. 
She is an American using 
her First Amendment 
rights to free speech and a 
free press. John Formella 
should be ashamed that 
his office was allowed 
to be exploited by those 
wanting to shut down 
someone’s First Amend-
ment rights.

We hope Judge Steck-
owych will recognize that 
while there was a technical 
violation in this case, the 
punishment of being put 
on trial and financing an 
expensive defense has en-
sured that Deb Paul won’t 
soon repeat the mistake. 

We also hope the Legis-
lature will take a good look 
at legislation being put 
forward by Rep. Kristine 
Perez to ensure that no 
other publisher will be 
put in fear of arrest and 
imprisonment for failing 
to use magic words while 
working to keep New 
Hampshire informed. 

Finally, we hope that 
Governor Chris Sununu 
will consider a pardon to 
right this miscarriage of 
justice. However you feel 
about Deb Paul, or her 
opinions, we should all be 
concerned when the right 
to express those opinions 
is threatened.

Political retribution
The First Amendment matters


